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Over Your Customers’ Decoys!



READEX SURVEY RESULTS

Average 
number of 
days our 
members 
hunt each 

year

44.5
Number of 
dogs Delta 

members own

71,500
Boxes of 

shotshells 
the average 

member 
shoots each 

year

18

Median annual 
household income

$130,325

Number of 
members who 
travel out of 
state to hunt

Delta Waterfowl 
members who plan 
to own duck and 
fishing boats

29,700
of Delta members plan to buy decoys, 
calls, blinds, and camo this year74%

are 
Labs71%

THE FACTS ARE IN!
Delta Waterfowl magazine is, by 
far, the largest magazine dedicated 
to the duck hunter.

23,650

#1 Publication  
Dedicated To  
Duck Hunters

DELTA WATERFOWL MAGAZINE

PUBLICATION CIRCULATION
DELTA WATERFOWL 59,500
Wildfowl 42,461
American Waterfowler 28,829

More ducks over your customers’ decoys!
The results are in: No other magazine dedicated to the 
duck hunter also continues to put more ducks over your 
customers’ decoys year after year.

The advertising dollars you spend with Delta Waterfowl 
not only put your products in front of the most hardcore 
waterfowlers but also ensure that your customers will 
have ducks to hunt and places to hunt for years to come. 
That, in turn, helps ensure the future of your business.



2025  
SCHEDULE 

Delta Waterfowl magazine reaches 
more than 83,000 dedicated duck 
and goose hunters — the core of your 
market — with five big issues each year.

Each exciting edition is packed with 
practical information and top advice 
such as how to shoot, decoy strategies, 
calling tips, retriever training, the 
best gear, and hot destinations. All 
are designed to celebrate the storied 
traditions of waterfowl hunting across 
North America. If it’s about duck and 
goose hunting, we cover it!

Delta has been a leading conservation 
organization dedicated to ducks and 
duck hunters since 1911. We work 
to produce ducks, conserve habitat, 
increase hunting opportunities, and 
recruit the next generation of hunters.

Advertising in Delta Waterfowl mag-
azine aligns your brand with a fiercely 
loyal membership of the most active 
duck and goose hunters — influencers 
who buy shotguns, jackets, decoys, shells, 
calls, blinds, boats, and all manner of 
gear to pursue ducks and geese.

LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCTS!

Inside Delta  
Waterfowl Magazine

REACH YOUR CUSTOMERS

COLUMN PRESENTER OPPORTUNITIES IN EVERY ISSUE

standard of a “good dog” is well below 

that threshold. By far, most of those who 

now hunt with finished retrievers probably 

didn’t start out that way.

Thank the Lord for the good ol’ “meat 

dogs”—canine companions so named 

because, while they may not do it in a 

polished fashion, they bring home the meat.

I grew up with meat dogs. My dad’s 

hunting companions of choice were springer 

spaniels (though I remember him telling 

me in his younger days he hunted with an 

Airedale terrier mix that was one of the 

best bird dogs he’d ever seen).

When a hunter shoulders a shotgun, clicks 

off the safety, swings on a duck, and pulls 

the trigger, the ultimate responsibility 

begins. Whether the duck cartwheels from 

the sky or glides nearly out of sight before 

falling, it’s the hunter’s responsibility to 

collect the bird and eventually consume 

it. The scenting capabilities of a canine 

and its ability to go places the hunter 

never could are why it has been so often 

said that the greatest act of conservation 

any hunter can perform is to hunt with a 

well-trained retriever.

From a purely practical standpoint, that’s 

true. You’re going to recover a lot more 

fallen ducks with a dog than without one. 

However, the definition of “well-trained” is 

largely in the eye of the individual hunter.

For some, the only dog worth having 

is a “finished” retriever—a dog that sits 

steady in the blind, marks fallen birds reli-

ably, handles easily to the area of those it 

didn’t see, and—finally—delivers to hand. 

But for many, probably the majority, the 

PRESENTED BY

An Ode to ̒ Meat Dogs’

No finishing polish is as valuable as a dog 

that recovers every single bird

BY BILL MILLER
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The author’s father enjoyed 12 seasons 

with springer, Bingo, who lost only one 

bird—after it was swept beneath the ice.
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Shotguns are really remarkable firearms. 

They can stand up to years of heavy abuse 

and, with minimal maintenance, perform 

reliably in all sorts of terrible conditions. 

That’s good for waterfowlers because we 

thrive in terrible conditions. No other 

subset of hunters is so excited to see cold 

winds and blowing precipitation from the 

north. But before you step out into a winter 

gale, let’s take a moment to consider cold 

weather and its impact on your shotgun.

Lightly Oiled Machine

The primary enemies of shotguns in a 

deep freeze are gunk, grime, and excess 

lubrication—all of which can accumulate 

and turn to ice. 
In most cases, a thorough cleaning and 

a light layer of lubricant will work just 

fine, especially in states where winter 

The Winter-Ready Shotgun

These cold-weather tips will keep you out of a jam

BY BRAD FITZPATRICK

temperatures rarely dip below zero. Start 

by disassembling the gun and cleaning 

away any excess liquid or grease. There are 

a variety of firearm degreasing products, 

but I have found that the best clean often 

comes from an alcohol-based product. I 

always keep a handful of alcohol wipes 

handy to swab down any small, moving 

parts. Once the gun is thoroughly cleaned, 

add a light layer of lubricant. The key 

word is “light”—dousing your shotgun 

in grease or lube is a recipe for freeze-ups 

and malfunctions in cold weather. 

Extra Care for Extreme Cold

Few duck hunts happen when the tempera-

ture falls much below zero, but it’s possible 

when chasing late-season ducks in Canada 

or the northern states. At this extreme (or if 

you just want to be extra certain that your 

shotgun is winter-ready), greater lengths 

must be taken. A total degreasing of the 

shotgun is advisable to strip the grease from 

every corner of the gun. That requires a 

deep clean of all internal parts with an 

alcohol-based cleaner and then a thorough 

period of drying. From there you can apply 

your light layer of lubricant. 

Incidentally, a deep clean with an 

alcohol-based gun cleaner is a good idea 

anytime you purchase a new shotgun. I 

know that the first order of business when 

buying a gun is winterizing it, but I have 

seen used guns so fouled up with excess 

grease that they’re virtually unusable. One 

of those guns was an over/under shotgun 

that had been unwittingly over greased 

and, during the ensuing few years, the 

grease hardened to a semi-solid state 

that was virtually impossible to remove 
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The scene begged to be featured on 

America’s Funniest Home Videos. Thank-

fully, I was alone. 

As I eased my miniature skiff around 

a small stream oxbow, a dozen mallards 

flushed 15 yards away. I twisted hard to 

my right, fired once—a miss—and then 

felt gravity pull me back and toward the 

swirling water. In seconds, I capsized and 

was drenched. Oh, did I mention it was 7 

degrees that morning—as in Fahrenheit? 

The good news was that I could quickly 

scale the stream bank and walk 10 minutes 

to my truck. The bad news was that I had 

to dive into the water again to retrieve my 

shotgun, which sat gleaming on a sand 

f lat about 6 feet under. My small boat 

had put me on ducks, but my clumsiness 

in shooting from it had ruined the hunt 

in hilarious fashion.

PRESENTED BY

You’ve probably had a similar experience. 

Small watercraft let hunters access ducky 

places where larger boats and foot travel 

aren’t practical. But because of their size and 

weight, they’re usually not ideal platforms 

for shooting at swift, agile ducks. Hunters 

in small boats can face awkward shots or 

even be so off-balance that, like me, they 

take a bath. But after years of hunting 

from little boats—and yeah, doing several 

impromptu Aquaman impressions—I have 

a few ideas on how to effectively shoot 

from these crafts. 

Finding Balance

Of course, “small” is a relative term. For 

this column, let’s focus on manually pow-

ered crafts that are typically smaller than 

a standard johnboat—canoes, kayaks, 

skiffs, and the like. At the heavy end of 

the spectrum, large skiffs probably offer the 

best shooting platforms. My now-ancient 

skiff has ample floor space, floorboards, 

and stake holes fore and aft, which let me 

shove long modified closet rods into the 

muck to create a relatively stable floating 

blind. Still, space in such crafts is limited, 

especially when maneuvering around blind 

bags, gun cases, and a retriever. When 

hunting, I try to position myself toward 

the middle of the skiff, where I can shift 

my foot position for left or right shots 

and be somewhat balanced when rising 

quickly to fire. That doesn’t always work, 

but it helps.
The No. 1 drawback with relatively 

large skiffs is that you can’t always use 

them. They’re great for marshes, rivers, 

and small lakes with easy access, such as 

boat landings or bridges. Dragging one 

The Canoe Conundrum

Navigate the drawbacks of small boats to reach ducky hideaways

BY BRIAN LOVETT
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Tipsy  
Quacker Skewers
These tasty morsels are shaken—not 

stirred—in a delicious ‘martini’ marinade

BY BRAD FENSON

Brad Fenson serves delicious 

duck dishes in Ardrossan, 

Alberta.

Lean duck breasts can easily be transformed 

into delicious bites with hints of your favorite 

martini using olives, Mediterranean and 

Middle Eastern spices, and grill smoke.

The gin and vermouth in the recipe 

are ideal for enhancing the f lavor of 

divers or dabbling ducks, leaving them 

so tender that your family or hunting 

DIRECTIONS

MARINADE

Whisk all ingredients together. 

TIPSY QUACKERS

1. Soak meat skewers in warm 

water for at least 15 minutes.

2. Cut duck breasts into 1-inch 

cubes and place in a sealable 

bag or container. Pour marinade 

over the cubes and shake to 

coat each piece fully. Place 

in the fridge for 1 to 4 hours.

3. Thread the duck cubes onto 

wooden skewers with an olive 

on each end. 

4. Preheat grill to medium-high 

heat. Grill duck skewers until 

charred on all sides (about 5 

to 6 minutes total). Serve hot.

Tipsy Quacker Skewers

TIPSY QUACKERS

8 wooden skewers

8 boneless, skinless  

duck breasts

16 large pitted or  

stuffed olives

‘MARTINI’ MARINADE

Juice and zest of  

1 fresh lime

¼ cup gin
1 ounce dry vermouth

2 garlic cloves, minced

2 tablespoons olive brine

2 teaspoons ground cumin

1 teaspoon lemon pepper

½ teaspoon ground  

coriander
½ teaspoon ground  

cardamon 

½ cup olive oil

1 teaspoon sesame oil

Br
ad

 F
en

so
n

buddies will line up for more. 

Use these little treats as hors d’oeuvres, 

a snack, or even a main course.  
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to voicemail. And after 15 minutes, I gave 

up and drove to a public stretch of creek. 

Thirty minutes later, I'd shot my mallards.

An exasperated Greg (after I’d sent him 

a photo of dead ducks, of course) said, “I set 

my phone, double checked the alarm, and it 

was on the charger! I don’t get it!”

Umm, Greg, did your wife by chance 

have access to your alarm? No reason … .

But none of these examples rival the spec-

tacle of the one in which my friend, (name 

withheld), chose to pursue flesh over fowl. 

We decoyed—no, we finished—seemingly 

every mallard in the Atlantic Flyway, plus 

a smattering of black ducks. We shot a pile 

of geese, too, something we’d never before 

and haven’t since done at that tiny stream.

Would it have happened without the 

“reverse jinx” karma of a pal gone AWOL? 

Yeah, in truth, I’m guessing so. But I can 

confidently assert that the contrast of his 

absence to my presence only enhanced my 

gratitude for ducks, reliable alarms, “that 

one spot,” and friends who show (usually). 

Kyle Wintersteen is the editor of Delta 

Waterfowl magazine.

If you’ve hunted ducks for a number of years 

and haven’t yet spiraled into mental catas-

trophe or financial ruin, then you probably 

have “that one spot”—a carefully guarded 

mallard magnet known only to your dog, a 

trusted friend (maybe), and whatever higher 

power you ascribe to. Limits aren’t guaran-

teed, of course, but it’s the one place where 

you’re more likely to shoot ducks than not.

When it’s on tap for the next morning, 

despite triple checking your alarm, you’re sure 

to spring from bed like a flushed teal more 

than once in fear that you’ve overslept the 

whole affair. This is especially true when a 

plan to hunt “that one spot” coincides with an 

arctic blast and a grand passage of southbound 

ducks, as it did on a wintry 

morn a few years ago.

Nobody would willfully 

miss such a scene … right?

“(Name withheld) isn’t 

coming,” Tyler announced 

to the select group of hunt-

ers assembled. “He’s got a 

new girlfriend and appar-

ently that’s his priority.”

I was dumbfounded. It 

was what waterfowlers call 

a “weather day”—brisk and 

overcast, with snow on the 

ground, favorable winds, 

and fresh mallards.

Someone suggested our 

comrade had “chosen Suzies over duties,” 

another that he should “hunt drakes, not 

dates,” while Hannah quipped that he failed to 

put “friends before hens.” Further barbs were 

lobbed that not even Wildfowl could print.

Yet while we felt (name) had erred in judg-

ment, we were also much obliged: Everyone 

knows that when someone foregoes a duck 

hunt for any reason, it practically guarantees 

success. I use the qualifier “practically” only 

because, theoretically, it’s possible that 

someone, somewhere, sometime missed 

a hunt without being texted a photo of 

canvasbacks or pintails with the words, 

“Wish you were here, putz!”

I pondered the most recent supporting 

evidence. There was the hunt I missed 

last season while feverish. Another time 

I slept through my duck alarm in the 

parental delirium that is two kids in 

diapers. And, in both cases, my pals 

didn’t let me down: “Some greenheads 

for our sleepyhead ,” read one photo-

accompanied text.

In another instance, a buddy I’ll 

call “Greg” was a no-show and, worse 

yet, our decoys were pitched 

within a mile of his home—

so close that, with tears no 

doubt dripping into his cof-

fee, he could hear the roar of 

shotguns as we bagged our 

remaining mallards.

The thing is, I now believe 

that foul play caused Greg’s 

mishap. You be the judge:

Two seasons later, my wife 

met Greg’s wife for lunch.

“Is Greg excited to hunt 

tomorrow?” my wife asked, 

knowing of our plan to hit a 

seep-fed pond in the morning.

“Greg? No, he’s not hunting 

tomorrow,” his wife said. “He’s hunted plenty.”

“Oh?” my wife said. “OK … .”

Later, when the missus told me of this odd 

conversation, we both simply assumed Greg 

had withheld the info until an appropriate 

time—say, during dinner after his wife had 

downed a heavy pour of wine.

But the next morning, the ever-punctual 

Greg was late. Five minutes went by, then 

10. I texted him: nothing. I called: straight 

Alarm Clock Karma

Want to ensure your buddies succeed? 

Just oversleep.

BY KYLE WINTERSTEEN

to voicemail. And after 15 minutes, I gave 

yet, our decoys were pitched 

Greg was a 

no-show and, 

worse yet, our 

decoys were 

pitched within a 

mile of his home—

so close that, with 

tears dripping into 

his coffee, he could 

hear the roar of 

our shotguns.”

“
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2 Additionally, keep your 

ammunition separate 

from others’ to avoid dangerous 

mix-ups.

3 Do not load your gun until the legal 

“shooting time” arrives, and always 

load/unload with your safety on and the 

muzzle pointed in a safe direction—up 

at the sky and away from everyone.

4 If you must exit the blind or leave 

your gun unattended for any reason, 

open the action and remove all shells, 

rendering it incapable of firing. It also 

never hurts to double check your safety 

throughout the hunt. The safety should 

remain on and your finger should stay 

outside the trigger guard until you’re 

shouldering the gun to shoot—not when 

ducks are first spotted or starting to cup 

their wings.
5 If you’re hunting with a dog in close 

quarters, be extra careful. Keep your 

gun within arm’s reach, and be aware of 

the dog’s movements. A dog contacting 

an unattended, loaded gun poses serious 

dangers.

6 Lastly—and importantly—be certain 

to identify your target and what’s 

beyond it. Is there a dog completing a re-

trieve, a buddy adjusting the decoy spread, 

or a hunter from another nearby party who 

has entered your vicinity? These and similar 

scenarios are all “no-shoot” situations.

So, simple rules, yet all are critically 

important. By staying alert and adhering 

to them, you can ensure a safe, relaxing, 

and enjoyable hunting experience for all. 

Safely handling a shotgun when duck or 

goose hunting requires strict adherence to all 

primary safety rules (such as those covered 

in any hunter education course) plus several 

additional, waterfowl-specific guidelines. 

All are easy to follow, but with gun safety, 

there’s zero room for mistakes —regardless the 

excitement of mallards or teal winging over-

head. So, easy does it—don’t let your elation 

overtake good sense. Now on to the tips.

1 Duck blinds and other settings can 

position hunters closely together, so 

always establish safe zones of fire. The 

generally accepted field of fire is between 

10:00 and 2:00, with 12:00 being directly 

to your front. For example, if a duck decoys 

farther to your left than 10:00, let the buddy 

to your left shoot. Doing so is courteous, safe, 

and avoids “ringing” your neighbor’s ears 

with damaging muzzle blast. The zone may 

be smaller than you’re used to, so consider 

using an unloaded gun to practice standing 

and swinging on a duck within the space.

Shotgun Safety
Handling a duck gun requires simple yet 

critically important precautions

 BY DELTA WATERFOWL STAFF

EDITOR’S NOTE: Are you an aspiring or be-

ginning waterfowler? Then this new column 

is for you! In every issue, we’ll cover the 

basics necessary to having a safe, enjoyable 

duck hunt. And whether you received this 

magazine from a mentor, joined Delta after 

attending a First Hunt or University Hunting 

Program event, or you’re a seasoned water-

fowler seeking to brush up your skills, we’re 

glad you’re here. —Kyle Wintersteen
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Training tips, 
retriever health, 
tools of the trade

SHOTGUNNING 
Shotguns, 
ammo, and 
methods

STRATEGIES 
Hunting tips, 
decoys, calling, 
setups

THE WATER-
FOWL CHEF 
Cooking ducks, 
geese

LAST PASS 
Celebrating our 
heritage as we 
secure the future 

FOWLING  
FUNDAMENTALS 
Core info for men-
tors and beginners

SOLD SOLD

SPRING 2025
KEY FEATURES: More Canvasbacks: Delta’s 
Research Seeks Solutions, Why Delta Hen 
Houses Are so Effective in Prairie Habitat, 
Has Duck Hunting Lost Its Wonder?
IN-HOME DELIVERY: MARCH 10

SUMMER 2025
KEY FEATURES: Cool Science: Exploring Delta’s 
Newest Studies, Delta’s Plan to Conserve 
Canada’s Shrinking Wetlands, Profiled: The 
‘Big Three’ Retrievers
IN-HOME DELIVERY: JUNE 2

2025 HUNT ANNUAL
KEY FEATURES: Hunting 101: Delta’s University 
Hunting Program Hosts Bowie State, Virginia 
Tech, Catching Up with University Hunting 
Program Alumni (Spoiler: Many still hunt!), 
2024 Decoy Hunt: Hand-Carved Rig Draws 
Ducks, Benefits Conservation
IN-HOME DELIVERY: AUGUST 4

FALL 2025
KEY FEATURES: Fall Flight Forecast: Delta’s 
Expert Analysis of Breeding Populations, 
Conditions, Hunter Numbers Update: Is  
Recruitment Working?
IN-HOME DELIVERY: SEPTEMBER 29

WINTER 2025
KEY FEATURES: A Champion for Ducks, Duck 
Hunters: Celebrating Dr. Scott Petrie’s Decade 
Leading The Duck Hunters Organization, 
Conserving the Lower Klamath: Challenges 
Abound for the Major California Waterfowl 
Refuge
IN-HOME DELIVERY: NOVEMBER 10

The Duck Hunters OrganizationTM

MAKING NEW HUNTERS  
OF CLAYS BUSTERS

Gun Clubs Can Supercharge Your Delta 

Chapter's Hunter Recruitment

+

How
Ducks Die
Experts Reveal Top Causes of Mortality 

(Spoiler: None Involve Shotguns)

OWN THE LATE SEASON: STAY WARMER, SHOOT STRAIGHTER, FINISH MORE DUCKS

www.deltawaterfowl.org
Winter 2024
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The Duck Hunters Organization TM

Delta Research 
Aims to Improve Duck 

Production Surveys
SADDLING UPTO ADVANCE SCIENCE

MATERNITY WADERS
How a Mom-to-Be Saved Her Season

NO TRAILER? NO PROBLEM! SMALL SPREADS FOR SPRING SNOWS

www.deltawaterfowl.org

Spring 2024
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The Delta Waterfowl Hunt Annual is the premier 
duck and goose hunting season preparation guide for 
hunters across North America.

Loaded with features and columns designed to fire 
up waterfowlers right before the season, the Hunt 
Annual presents a comprehensive collection of how-
to articles, top destinations in all four flyways, and 
an extensive equipment guide covering shotguns, 
ammo, choke tubes, decoys, calls, blinds, clothing 
and camo, boats and motors, retriever training gear, 
and hunting accessories.

Delivered to Delta Waterfowl members in mid-Au-
gust, the 2025 Hunt Annual is the perfect place for 
you to reach diehard waterfowl hunters ready to gear 
up for the coming season!

2025  
Hunt Annual

BEST WATERFOWL MAGAZINE!

Delta Waterfowl rewards advertising 
partners by covering new products, both 
in the magazine and on the web. Each 
magazine issue features a “Gear” section, 
with greatly expanded coverage in the 2025 
Hunt Annual edition. We’ll help you reach 
the most active waterfowlers — men and 
women — who spend thousands on gear 
to pursue their waterfowling passions.

WE COVER GEAR!

The Duck Hunters OrganizationTM
The Duck Hunters OrganizationTM

The Hottest New Shotguns, Ammo, Decoys, Boats, Blinds, and More

TAKE ’EM!
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WHY WE HUNT:  THE ZEN OF DUCKS OVER DECOYS PAGE 144

HUNT
ANNUAL

2 0 2 4

www.deltawaterfowl.org Hunt Annual 2024
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THE WATERFOWL CHEF  
COLUMN PRESENTER
Logo and presenter recognition in 
“The Waterfowl Chef” section in mag-
azine (5 issues) and “The Waterfowl 
Chef” pages on website (12 months). 
Social media recognition as presenter 
and recognition in Delta Waterfowl 
Annual Report.
COST: $5,500 *requires an additional 2x 
full-page advertiser contract

GEAR SPOTLIGHT 
COLUMN PRESENTER
Logo and presenter recognition on 
“Gear” section in magazine (5 issues) 
and “Gear” pages on website (12 
months). Social media recognition as 
presenter and recognition in Delta 
Waterfowl Annual Report.
COST: $5,500

STRATEGIES COLUMN PRESENTER
Logo and presenter recognition on 
“Strategies” section in magazine (5 
issues) and “Strategies” pages on 
website (12 months). Social media 
recognition as presenter and recogni-
tion in Delta Waterfowl Annual Report.
COST: $5,500

2025 PRESENTER 
OPPORTUNITIES

The meat from ducks and geese is 
often underappreciated because many 
waterfowl hunters don’t understand 
how to prepare it properly. Delta’s 
“The Waterfowl Chef ” column fo-
cuses on relatively easy recipes and 
simple cooking techniques that can 
help everyone create tasty meals from 
waterfowl.

Duck and goose hunters depend on 

their gear for success. Delta’s “Gear 
Spotlight” highlights the best products 
for waterfowl hunters — shotguns, 
ammo, chokes, calls, blinds, decoys, 
boats, motors, retriever products, 
hunting accessories and anything else 
that enhances the experience. Delta 
Waterfowl members buy and use all 
of the tools to make their hunts more 
productive and enjoyable.

Target Your 
Advertising Reach

PRESENTER PACKAGES

DELTA TESTED
Waterfowl hunters look to Delta Waterfowl 
for information about products to make 
their outings more successful, enjoyable, 
comfortable, and memorable. “Delta Tested” 
is an in-depth review of one product each 
issue. Delta’s editors will use your gear in 
the field and then report the features and 
benefits from their first-hand experience.
Package includes:
Full-page review in one issue of Delta 
Waterfowl magazine, with an additional 
video review distributed to Delta’s following on Facebook, Twitter, Ins-
tagram and YouTube. 
COST: $5,000 *requires additional 3x full-page advertiser contract

Pulling off a good duck or goose hunt in 

a harvested crop field seems so simple:

You scout to find a hot “feed” and obtain 

permission. Then you identify the X, arrive 

early the next day, place some decoys atop 

bird poop and feathers, cover up, and get 

ready for action. 

But some days, a lot can happen between 

legal shooting light and a full strap of birds. 

In fact, many potentially great dry-field 

hunts go sideways, leaving hunters won-

dering what went wrong and flabbergasted 

as to how they messed up something so 

wonderful.
As with many aspects of waterfowling, 

the devil lies in small, sometimes subtle 

details. The pros know. Guys who take 

clients on dozens or even hundreds of 

field hunts every season have seen it all 

and pay attention to considerations other 

folks miss.
“I could write a book on this,” said 

Graham Greseth, owner of MaXXed 

Out Guides, which runs field hunts in 

Minnesota, South Dakota, and Kansas. 

“The reasons that a hunt can go wrong 

are endless.”
Here’s a breakdown of some of the most 

common ways that slam-dunk hunts get 

rejected at the rim.

PRESENTED BY

Complacent Concealment

Cooper Olmstead of Habitat Flats, which 

runs field hunts in Canada and the United 

States, said sloppiness is one of the main 

blunders that field hunters commit. 

“I think the biggest mistakes people 

make when field hunting or just hunting in 

general is that they get overconfident and 

get complacent or lazy,” he said. “They cut 

corners and don’t put maximum effort in at 

all times. You can still be successful, and 

some days you can’t do anything wrong, 

but on others, you really have to make sure 

everything is in place and done properly. 

And I would say concealment is first and 

foremost. If [ducks and geese] cannot see 

you or pick you apart when working, you 

are going to increase your success tenfold. 

You can’t be too hidden.”

Greseth agreed, noting that hiding effec-

tively hinges on effort and an eye for detail.

“If you’re consistently dealing with 

birds flaring, it’s likely your hide,” he said. 

“Typically, we see parties that just don’t 

spend enough time concealing themselves. 

It’s very rare when you can disappear in 

a field, unless you’re hunting pits. What 

you’re looking to do is conceal the threat 

(humans). If it’s easy for birds to see there’s 

a threat, you are in trouble.”

Sloppy Setups

Hunters often overlook less-obvious con-

cealment considerations, Greseth said, 

such as hunting with the sun at your back 

when possible and taking advantage of 

shadows from natural structures such as 

rock piles, fence lines, or brush in fields. 

Avoiding Dry Field Disasters

Tiny, overlooked details can wreck a slam-dunk ‘feed’

BY BRIAN LOVETT

D
el

ta
 W

at
er

fo
w

l p
ho

to

Low cover requires creativity. Place blinds 

perpendicular to the spread to enhance 

concealment and allow crossing shots.
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Bourbon-Apple  Pulled Goose SandwichThis simple, savory treat is another reason to hunt spring snows
BY BRAD FENSON

Brad Fenson pulls snow geese to decoys—and for sandwiches—in Ardrossan, Alberta.

The legs and thighs of a snow goose or honker are some of the tastiest, easy-to-cook wild game you’ll find. When prepared properly, they will be extremely tender. Cook them low and slow, allowing the tendons and connective tissues to break down, enhancing both texture and flavor. An apple-bourbon cooking liquid and sauce will take your goose to a new level and give you another reason to hunt spring snows. The “à la goose leg” sauce can be used to create a flavorful tangy sauce to finish the birds. The goose flavor comes through and ensures the meat is moist. 

INGREDIENTS
8 to 10 goose legs and thighsSalt and pepper, to taste2 tablespoons butter2 tablespoons cooking oil2 cups apple juice1 yellow onion, diced½ cup bourbon¼ cup apple cider vinegar¼ cup Worcestershire sauce¼ cup brown sugar2 tablespoons honey4 garlic cloves, crushed1 tablespoon sriracha 8 sprigs fresh thyme

SAUCE
1 can tomato paste1 teaspoon onion powder¼ cup molasses1 tablespoon dry mustard1 teaspoon Tabasco sauce  (optional)

½ teaspoon salt

DIRECTIONS
1. Wash and dry goose legs and thighs; season with sa lt and pepper.

2. Melt butter and add oil in a frying pan over medium heat. Brown goose legs and thighs on one side. Flip meat to brown the other side, and add on-ions on top.3. Combine the apple juice, bourbon, apple cider vinegar, Worcestershire sauce, brown sugar, honey, garlic, sriracha, and thyme in a medium saucepan. Bring to a soft boil and let simmer for 5 minutes. 4. Place goose legs and thighs in a slow cooker and cover with the apple-bourbon sauce. 5. Cook on high heat for 6 hours or until the legs are tender; big honkers may take up to 8 hours. 6. Remove legs and thighs from the slow cooker and let cool. Pull meat off the bones and shred with two forks. 7. Place 1½ cups of strained sauce from the slow cooker into a medium saucepan over medium heat. Add tomato paste, onion salt, molasses, dry mustard, Tabasco sauce, and salt. Bring to a simmer for 10 minutes to thicken. 8. Place the shredded goose in a large pot over medium heat and add the sauce. Stir to blend and heat together. 9. Serve the pulled goose meat on a Kaiser bun and top with coleslaw and red onions or your favorite cheese.

Bourbon-Apple Pulled Goose Sandwich
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Product reviews from The Duck Hunters Organization

YETI ROADIE 15 HARD COOLER
YETI.COM
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When it comes to longer trips or holding 
enough food and drinks for a bigger group, 
your best bet is likely a large cooler, such 
as one in the YETI Roadies lineup in sizes 
24 (holds 33 12-ounce cans) to  60 (holds 
98 cans). But when it comes to a half- or 
full-day trip—any occasion in which you 
need to maximize space but also keep a 
few essentials at the right temperature—I 
am not sure anything beats YETI’s new 
Roadie 15 Hard Cooler. 

As the most compact version of the classic 
Roadie collection, it fits 22 12-ounce cans 
or 16 pounds of ice—I found this to be the 
“just right” amount of temperature-controlled 
storage space. Further, a “DoubleDuty 
Strap” provided comfortable carrying and 
non-slip feet ensured the Roadie 15 stayed 
put on a boat and in a truck's backseat.

Here are just a few of the ways friends 
and I put the YETI through its paces 
this summer: to hold refreshments after 
shooting clays at the range; as an inside-
the-truck cooler for road trip snacks; to 
carry lunch during a long hike to a fishing 
spot; strapped to an ATV as we searched 
for elk sheds; to take water with us on 
hot training days with the dogs; and 
the list goes on. Measuring 16.9 inches 
wide and 14 inches tall, the Roadie 15 
weighs only 9.6 pounds (YETI’s Roadie 
at the next size up weighs 14 pounds), 
so it proved easy as could be to take it 
wherever we headed.  

I’m confident that, this fall, you could 
toss a Roadie 15 into the duck boat, have 
it beside you in the blind or pit, hike it 
into your favorite honey hole, or leave it in 

the truck ready to put ducks on ice. And, 
because it keeps things warm or cold, you 
could skip warming your breakfast up on 
the dash of the truck and simply pack it 
straight from the house. Oh, I feel spoiled 
at the thought! 

Plus, the Roadie 15’s size makes cleanup 
a breeze. Rather than dragging out the 
hose mid-winter to clean off the mud 
and muck from a hunt, you could (to be 
clear, I am not saying you should) easily 
toss it in a bathtub or kitchen sink to get 
it washed out and ready for wherever you 
plan to take it next. 

All in all, I consider the Roadie 15 to be 
among the best YETI products I've tested. 
It’s not made for the extra-big jobs, but it’s 
the perfect addition to any trip, any hunt, 
any outdoor adventure. —Christy Sweigart
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Get In The Book
PRINT ADVERTISING

10 percent premium position charge for guaranteed 
placement on Page 3, Page 5, and opposite Cover 3.

2025 RATES 

BRAD HEIDEL
bheidel@deltawaterfowl.org 
(651) 403-1772

JOHN DePALMA
jdepalma@brandintelligent.com 
(303) 552-8454

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES

HUNTER’S MARKET, our clas-
sifieds section, is a remarkably 
economical way for advertisers to 
reach Delta Waterfowl members 
looking to book dream hunts, train 
retrievers, and find the best gear for 
hunting season.

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in Delta 
Waterfowl magazine is incredibly 
effective because you are reaching 
the core hunters — the folks buy-
ing decoys, calls, shotshells, guns, 
clothing, and retriever gear because 
they love to hunt ducks and geese.

SPRING 
2025

 AD CLOSE JANUARY APRIL JUNE  JULY SEPTEMBER
  3 2 5 31 1

 MATERIALS DUE JANUARY APRIL JUNE AUGUST SEPTEMBER
  17 16 19 14 25

 IN-HOME MARCH JUNE AUGUST SEPTEMBER NOVEMBER
 DELIVERY 10 2 4 29 10

SUMMER 
2025

2025 HUNT 
ANNUAL

FALL 
2025

WINTER 
2025

2025 PRODUCTION SCHEDULE
ISSUE

 4-COLOR 1X 3X 5X
 Full spread $7,750 $7,025 $6,775
 Full page 4,775 4,150 3,900
 2/3 page 4,025 3,450 3,325
 1/2 page 3,300 2,875 2,750
 1/3 page 2,550 2,425 2,325
 1/6 page 1,575 1,525 1,475

 COVERS 1X 3X 5X
 Cover 2 $5,375 $4,725 $4,425
 Cover 3 5,100 4,525 4,225
 Cover 4 5,525 5,025 4,800

 4-COLOR 1X 3X 5X
 1/2 page $1,700 $1,625 $1,525
 1/3 page 1,125 1,075 1,025
 1/6 page 700 650 600
 1/12 page 375 345 300
 1/24 page 245 210 165

 B&W 1X 3X 5X
 1/2 page $1,175 $1,100 $1,025
 1/3 page 975 875 825
 1/6 page 500 465 425
 1/12 page 315 275 240
 1/24 page 185 160 140

CONTACT

CLASSIFIED AD 
SALES

SR. DIRECTOR OF 
CORPORATE  
RELATIONS



PLEASE NOTE: All ad files submitted 
to Delta Waterfowl for publication must be 
PDF, with a resolution no less than 300dpi 
and CMYK color space with no more than 
300% ink coverage. All ads must be the 
appropriate size with acceptable bleed and 
safety margins. 

FRACTIONAL  
AD SIZES 
NO BLEED  

NECESSARY

1/3 VERTICAL
2.25" x 9.5"

1/3 HORIZONTAL
4.75" x 4.75"

1/6 VERTICAL
2.25" x 4.75"

FULL-PAGE AD SIZES

FULL PAGE
8.25" x 10.5"

FULL SPREAD
16.5" x 10.5"

• Add .125" to all 4 edges for full bleed
• Incorporate .25" inner safe margin
• Offset crop marks outside of bleed area

1/6 HORIZONTAL
4.75" x 2.25"

Just The Right Size
PRINT ADVERTISING

DELIVERY OF AD MATERIALS
E-mail to:  
kheggenstaller@deltawaterfowl.org

Please name your file with the  
following naming convention:
(Advertised Brand)_(Ad Title)_(Issue)_(Year)
Example: 
Company_TakeEmMoment_Spring_2025

1/2 ISLAND
4.75" x 7"

1/2 HORIZONTAL
7.25" x 4.75"

2/3 PAGE
4.75" x 9.5"

1/6 VERTICAL
2.25” x 4.625”

1/12 HORIZONTAL
2.25” x 2.25”

1/24 HORIZONTAL
2.25” x 1”

1/6 HORIZONTAL
4.875” x 2.25”

1/2 HORIZONTAL
7.25” x 4.625”

CLASSIFIED  
AD SIZES 
NO BLEED  

NECESSARY

1/3 HORIZONTAL
4.875” x 4.625”

1/3 VERTICAL
2.25” x 9.5”



SPECIAL EMAIL  
OPPORTUNITIES 

Delta Waterfowl 
E-newsletter 2025

DIGITAL CONTENT

Reach a prime audience of engaged duck and goose hunters through Delta’s 
monthly e-newsletter! Published 12 times a year—including three special edi-
tions—Delta’s e-news reaches a core waterfowl audience hungry for the latest 
tips, tactics, products, duck population news, and migration information. The 
e-newletter is sent monthly to more than 101,000 duck hunters with an open 
rate averaging nearly 40% - well above industry standards.
All files provided must be under 5 mb.

FULL-ISSUE SPONSOR
Includes “Sponsored by name/logo” in the 
header, prime Top Spot Ad Placement and 
an Imbedded Product Feature (in editorial 
section) with link to your website or video.
COST: $2,250. SPECIALS: $2,500.

EMBEDDED PRODUCT FEATURE
Up to 100 words about your product, with 
a photo or video and clickable link to your 
website. Runs in the editorial galley area 
between two editorial feature pieces in the 
top third of the display. Perfect for product 
introductions!
COST: $1,250. SPECIALS: $1,400.

TOP SPOT AD
Your message in prime position, the top 
ad spot in the E-newsletter. Measures 
650x100 with link.
COST: $1,250. SPECIALS: $1,350.

SPOT AD
Your 320x250 ad with link.
COST: $1,000. SPECIALS: $1,100.

ADDITIONAL ADVERTISING OPTION: 
DEDICATED CONTENT  
DRIVEN E-BLASTS
Reach every duck hunter in Delta’s electronic 
database with a dedicated e-mail blast! 
We’ll send out your marketing message 
to Delta’s brand-loyal supporters, making 
it a great way to sell your products and 
drive traffic to your brand. Ask a Delta 
advertising representative for more details. 
COST: $3,000

2025 E-NEWS SCHEDULE
 ISSUE PUBLISH DATE MATERIALS DUE

 JANUARY JANUARY 24 JANUARY 15  
 

 FEBRUARY  FEBRUARY 21 FEBRUARY 12
  

 MARCH MARCH 20 MARCH 11
  

 APRIL APRIL 24 APRIL 15
  

 MAY MAY 22 MAY 13
  
 
 JUNE (DUCK DOG) JUNE 19 JUNE 10
 

 JULY JULY 24 JULY 15

 AUGUST (BPOP) AUGUST 21 AUGUST 12

 SEPTEMBER (PRE-HUNT) SEPTEMBER 18 SEPTEMBER 9

 OCTOBER OCTOBER 23 OCTOBER 14

 NOVEMBER NOVEMBER 20 NOVEMBER 11

 DECEMBER DECEMBER 18 DECEMBER 9

*EXACT SEND DATES MAY CHANGE DUE TO SCHEDULING DECISIONS



SPONSORSHIP
Includes exhibitor booth space, logo 
placement on Expo marketing mate-
rials, exhibitor passes, daily passes 
and other custom opportunities.
COST: $4,500 - $20,500

MIGRATION REPORT/ 
HABITAT CONDITIONS VIDEOS 
PRESENTING SPONSOR
Includes logo placement and present-
ing sponsor recognition at the begin-
ning of each video (Migration videos 
September through April; Conditions 
videos February through August), on 
web page, recognition at the close of 
each video, press release announce-
ment of presenting sponsorship, and 
social media promotion.
COST: $25,500; (MIGRATION $15,250, 
CONDITIONS $10,250)

2025 BREEDING POPULATION  
& FLIGHT FORECAST SPONSOR
Includes logo placement and recogni-
tion in Delta Waterfowl fall magazine 
story, breeding population news 
release, two web stories (breeding 
duck numbers, and flight forecast) 
and duck numbers video. Your brand 
will also be recognized as a Delta 
Waterfowl sponsor in Champions 
of Delta magazine ad (5 issues), in 
Delta Waterfowl Annual Report, as a 
listing and logo on Delta Partner web 
page, and logo display on sponsor 
banner at 300-plus Delta events.
COST: $10,500

Reach thousands of avid waterfowl 
hunters with a serious interest in your 
products and services at the 2025 Delta 
Waterfowl Duck Hunters Expo, July 
25, 26, and 27 in Oklahoma City, OK! 
Taking place in a centralized hub location 
within easy reach of multiple Mississippi 
and Central flyway hunting meccas, this 
is the ideal venue for you to showcase 
your brand, show your support for duck 
hunting and conservation, and connect 
with your target audience. 

Build lasting relationships with 
attendees by investing in their Duck 
Hunters Expo experience. Promote 
your brand with our exhibitor spon-

sorship opportunities! While duck 
hunters value all of Delta’s content, 
innovative new hunting products are 
considered a must-see by our members 
and supporters. They seek them out, 
season after season.

With over 23,000 attendees, the 2024 
Expo in Baton Rouge, LA, delivered 
an exceptional start to the 2024-2025 
waterfowl season. Families and people 
of all ages showed up to talk duck 
hunting, meet industry pros, and see 
the latest and greatest gear. Industry 
feedback was overwhelmingly positive, 
and we are all anticipating another 
outstanding Expo in Oklahoma City!

DeltaWaterfowlExpo.com/exhibitors

Be Seen: America’s 
Biggest Waterfowl Expo

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

2025 SPONSOR 
MEDIA PACKAGES



STORY

Digital Spec Sheet
DIGITAL ADVERTISING

DELIVERY  
OF MATERIALS
E-mail to: 
kheggenstaller@deltawaterfowl.org

Please name your file with the  
following naming convention:

(Brand)_(Ad Title)_(MonthYear)
Example: 
Company_TakeEm_Jan25

POSTS

FB | IG
1080 x 1920

FB | IG
1080 x 1080

FB | TW
1200 x 630

VIDEO

TIME + SIZE

512 MB/2:20 or less

128 GB
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

10 GB

Reel: 4 GB/90 sec. max
Landscape: 4 GB/60 min. max

E-NEWS
650 x 100

320 x 250 320 x 250

FB | IG
1:1

FB | TY | X
16:9

FB | IG
4:5

FB
2:3

IG
9:16

Submit short paragraph or specific URL of existing post

DEDICATED E-BLAST

650 wide (1100 max length) 
*Must be under 5MB

FILE TYPE: .JPG | .GIF | HTML*
Provide URLs or video links as needed

TIP: Please provide  
your preferred channel 
tag/handle(s) and accept 
Delta’s brand partner 
request. This will allow  
you to cross promote/push 
additional advertising.

Preferred size for 
Instagram Reels, 

Shorts, Stories

2025 PODCAST SPONSORSHIP
Sponsored month includes title 
sponsorship, three sponsorship 
billboards per episode, two 30-second 
“read live” sponsor commercials  
per episode, three sponsor social 
media posts on Delta’s channels,  
and one sponsor representative in  
a podcast segment.
MONTHLY COST: $1,700

Voice of the  
Duck Hunter Podcast
4,700 LISTENERS PER PODCAST
1,300-1,500 DOWNLOADS PER EPISODE
2 PODCASTS PER MONTH


